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and intellectual tendencies of the people, their manners and their 
religious and social ideas and observances, he regarded himself as being 
qualified to interpret their views even under a Chinese pseudonym. 
The question thus raised, except so far as it might involve the author's 
qualifications as an expert, does not appear in the present instance to 
be vitally important. The perusal of only a few pages of the book 
convinced the present reviewer that the Chinese name was only a notn 
de plume, which, although it may have been designed to attract atten- 
tion, was also intended to emphasize the claim that the view presented 
was essentially that of a Chinese person. No doubt shameless impos- 
tures are often put upon the market for the purpose of deceiving the 
public. Imaginary conversations are narrated ; places never visited 
and persons never seen are described with an air and profession of 
familiarity. Frauds of this character, which are by no means confined 
to those who avoid the disclosure of their identity, should be unre- 
servedly condemned. The present volume could be placed in such a 
category only if it were shown that the places and things described, the 
passages quoted and the authorities cited had been falsified. The 
employment by an author of a notn de plume suggestive of the point of 
view he maintains is by no means unprecedented, and, apart from 
other proofs of intent to mislead, will of itself hardly suffice for the 
condemnation of a work as false and spurious. 

J. B. Moore. 

The Canadian Iron and Steel Industry. By W. J. A. DONALD. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 19 15. — xv, 376 pp. 

The Tin Plate Industry . By Donald Earl Dunbar. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1915. — 133 pp. 

These two recent additions to the Hart, Schaffner and Marx series 
are not dissimilar in their purpose and method. Both are studies of 
special industries in their relation to tariff legislation. Both depend on 
a detailed study of fact, and both attempt to draw conclusions concern- 
ing the wisdom of the legislative policy with which they are concerned. 

The Canadian Iron and Steel Industry is a painstaking study of the 
history of iron and steel manufacture in Canada from colonial times 
down to the present, with a detailed examination of customs legislation 
and a critical estimate of the part such legislation has played in the 
growth of the industry. Mr. Donald considers the natural resources of 
Canada, the development of the market, the technical and financial 
problems of iron and steel making and the combination movement on 
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the Canadian side of the border. His general conclusion is that the 
primary industry owes little of its success to protection, but that this 
policy did stimulate the finishing industry. He regards bounties on the 
whole more favorably than protective duties, but holds that they should 
not be resumed. He favors the abolition of the anti-dumping duties, 
and advocates lowering the rates on finished products. 

His method involves the enumeration of a great mass of rather tedi- 
ous detail, which has the merit, however, of presenting in each case the 
evidence on which his conclusions are based. His interest in the eco- 
nomic aspects of the duties has led to a rather slight emphasis on the 
political considerations that have played so large a part in the actual 
shaping of tariff rates — a criticism that applies to most economists' treat- 
ment of tariff questions. A distinct merit of the book is its recognition 
of the complexity of causes responsible for the progress or retardation 
of any industry. The work adds substantially to our knowledge of 
Canadian economic conditions and to the materials for judgment of the 
protective policy. 

The Tin Plate Industry is a slighter work, its author having avowedly 
attempted to include no facts except those strictly to his main purpose. 
It gathers together in convenient form a good deal of information previ- 
ously scattered in magazine articles and other sources ; but it cannot be 
said to add greatly to existing knowledge of the tin-plate industry, 
though it has performed a distinct service in bringing the information 
down to date. The demonstration of the strong position of the Ameri- 
can tin-plate industry at present, and the suggestion of its probable con- 
test with Wales for neutral markets, will be new to those who have not 
kept closely in touch with recent developments in the industry. Like- 
wise the suggestion that labor cost is no more important for tin plate 
than for steel rails or structural shapes when the nature and use of tin 
plate are considered, offers a point of view different from the ordinary 
one. The analysis of the causes of American success in the industry is 
also distinctiy helpful. The book gains in interest through not being 
overloaded with facts. 

Mr. Dunbar's conclusion on protection to tin plate is much like that 
of his predecessors : that protection was imposed at a fortunate time and 
that too much credit must not be given to that policy for the develop- 
ment which followed. The claim for protection at present has little 
basis. The tone of the book is eminently fair and it will be of material 
service to those who wish to examine the development of this industry 
in the protected United States and in free-trade Wales. 

Henry Raymond Mussey. 



